PSYC 4220 – Developmental Psychology

Blaise Astra Parker

Spring Semester, 2001, Lab Syllabus

Lab Information:
Class Meetings: 
MWF, Period 2, 9:05-9:55 AM, Room 120, Psychology Building




T, Period 2, 9:30-10:45 AM, Room 120, Psychology Building

Final Time:

4 May 2001, 8:00-11:00 AM 

Prerequisites:

PSYC 2980 and PSYC 2990

Catalog Description:
Research and theory on the psychological development of the maturing human, including social/emotional and cognitive development. Laboratory/research experience is included.

Instructor:
Ms. Blaise Parker, Lifespan Developmental Psychology


Office: Room 244 Psychology Building


Phone:
542-2174 (leave message)
Email: blaze@arches.uga.edu

Office Hours:
M and F, 10:00-11:00 AM

Required text:
Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, 4th ed 

Lab Description and Objectives:
The laboratory portion of this course will be divided into two sections. In the first section, we will discuss a number of developmental research methods and complete laboratory activities designed to demonstrate those methods in action. In the second section, we will discuss and critically evaluate several issues that are currently being debated in the field of developmental psychology. The objectives of this lab are as follows:

1. To gain an understanding of research methods employed by developmental psychologists.

2. To apply material learned in the lecture component of class, further enhancing your understanding of developmental processes.

3. To encourage attention to and critical evaluation of public domain presentations of developmental issues (for you as future parents, mentors, community leaders, and citizens).

4. To develop and practice your understanding of proper APA style research papers.

Course Policies:
Please refer to your course syllabus, as my expectations for the laboratory component of the course will be the same as Dr. Kipp’s. Please remember that due to the interactive, hands-on nature of these labs, there is no way to make up lab sessions. Please keep in mind that participation is expected at all times, both in class discussions and in outside data collection.
	PSYC 4220 – Tentative Schedule – Spring, 2001

	Day
	Date
	Class Activity
	Assignment Due

	Research Methods Component

	Wednesday
	21 Mar
	Introduction to Lab

Lecture: Developmental Research Methods
	

	Friday
	23 Mar
	Lecture: Developmental Research Methods
	

	Monday
	26 Mar
	McPhaul Center Tour
	

	Tuesday
	27 Mar
	No Class 

Collect McPhaul Data
	

	Wednesday
	28 Mar
	No Class
Collect McPhaul Data
	

	Friday
	30 Mar
	Lecture: Infant Still-Face Procedure
	

	Monday
	2 Apr
	Discuss/Present McPhaul Data
	McPhaul Write-up

	Tuesday
	3 Apr
	No Class

Collect Infant Data
	

	Wednesday
	4 Apr
	No Class

Collect Infant Data
	

	Friday
	6 Apr
	No Class

Collect Infant Data
	

	Monday
	9 Apr
	Discuss/Present Infant Data
	Paper on Infant Data

	Tuesday
	10 Apr
	Lecture: Child Interview Project
	

	Wednesday
	11 Apr
	No Class

Collect Child Data
	

	Friday
	13 Apr
	No Class

Collect Child Data
	

	Monday
	16 Apr
	Discuss/Present Child Interview Data
	Paper on Child Interview Project

	Tuesday
	17 Apr
	Lecture and Project: Scale Research
	

	Critical Thinking Component

	Wednesday
	18 Apr
	Evaluating Theory: The Nurture Assumption
	Scale Research Write-up

	Friday
	20 Apr
	Group Project: The Nurture Assumption
	Nurture Assumption

Assignment

	Monday
	23 Apr
	Evaluating Research: The Mozart Effect
	

	Tuesday
	24 Apr
	Group Project: The Mozart Effect
	Mozart Effect Assignment

	Wednesday
	25 Apr
	Evaluating Media: Children’s Literature
	

	Friday
	27 Apr
	Group Project: Children’s Literature
	Children’s Literature Assignment

	Monday
	30 Apr
	Make-up time if necessary
	

	Friday
	4 May
	Make-up time if necessary
	


Grading:

The grades from the laboratory portion of the class make up 20% of your total class grade.

McPhaul Writing:



15 pts.

Infant Attention Writing:


20 pts.

Child Interview Assignment:


20 pts.

Scale Research Assignment


10 pts.

Nurture Assumption Assignment:

13 pts. (3 pt. quiz on 4/18)

Mozart Effect Assignment:


10 pts.

Children’s Literature Assignment

12 pts. (2 pts. for bringing book on 4/25) 

Total =





100 pts.
The above grades will take into account both your written work and your participation in and outside of class. There are no grades for attendance, but please keep in mind that you are expected to be at lecture sessions or you will not be able to complete the laboratory assignments. Vital information for each lab is presented prior to the data collection period. You must attend the dates on the calendar that are shaded gray in order to receive points for that laboratory assignment.  There is no way to make this up.
Lab Descriptions:

Introduction:

Today we will cover laboratory expectations and begin a two-part lecture on developmental research methods.

Naturalistic Observation: McPhaul Observation Lab


We will meet at the McPhaul Child Care Center on campus. After a tour of the facilities, you will arrange for times to come back in small groups to observe pre-K or Head Start children (ages 3-5). When you return, observe the children for at least 15 minutes and make note of what you observe. Watch for social behaviors that you would expect to see in this age group, drawing on what you learned in lecture (e.g., play behaviors). You will write a two page (minimum) typed paper on your observations.

Experimental Observation: Infant Attention Lab


In class today a visiting lecturer will teach you about the infant still-face procedure. You will be trained to code a videotape of a baby participating in a memory experiment in Dr. Frick’s lab. You will learn how developmental psychology researchers analyze videotapes of testing sessions and watch for certain behaviors, and how data is actually collected from these sessions. You will sign up for a time to come to the Infant Lab (in groups of 6) sometime in the next week to sit down in front of a computer and TV/VCR to collect your own data. You will write up a three page (minimum) typed APA style paper on this assignment. 

Interviewing: Child interview project

This will be a compilation of all you have learned throughout the course and will take place in two parts. In part one, we will develop questions to ask children from different age groups (e.g., 3-4 year olds, 7-8 year olds, 11-12 year olds). All children will be asked the same questions. We are interested in discovering how different aged children respond to questions about themselves and their world. During the next week your assignment is to ask children these questions. In part two, the class will compile their answers and present their findings. You will write a three page (minimum) typed APA style paper on this assignment.

Scale research: Self-Identity

Today in class, we will explore the complex phenomenon of identity. What does it mean to have an identity, or several identities? We will discuss the difference between group identities and self-identities. We will complete various scales designed to measure identity. We will discuss as a class how the experience of filling out the scales differed based on your own identity and what the scale measured. You will write a two page (minimum) typed paper describing your reaction to scale research, your own experience in filling out the scales, and any insights you gained from the activity.

Evaluating Research: The Mozart Effect


The purpose of this lab is to encourage your attention to and critical evaluation of public domain presentations of developmental research. Further instructions will be given in lab.

Evaluating Theory: The Nurture Assumption 


Before class today, you will have read a chapter from Judith Rich Harris’s book, “The Nurture Assumption.” (This chapter is available to copy in the main office and the main library.) We will discuss her theory of Group Socialization, which argues that parents do not matter as much as peers do in a child’s developmental process. During our next class period, you will do a group activity that analyzes Harris’s theory, and you will write a brief  (1-2 page) opinion piece about Harris’s theory, focusing on the strengths and weaknesses of her arguments. You may certainly include your emotional response to the piece, but you are expected to buttress your opinion with the information that you have learned in class this semester. We will discuss your opinion pieces in class. Sharing one’s theoretical beliefs is part of every academic’s career, and the goal here is to get you accustomed to that process.

Evaluating Media: Children’s Literature 


Today in class, you will bring a children’s book (geared towards younger readers, nothing for young adults). Try to be creative in your selection so that we don’t end up with 20 books by Dr. Seuss! You need not purchase the book; you can bring one you read as a child, or the Athens Public Library has plenty of children’s books. There is also a library in Aderhold (the School of Education) with children’s books available. We will be examining the books for how they treat various issues in children’s development. This lab is designed to help you integrate much of the material we have discussed this semester and apply it to actual parenting/mentoring decisions (i.e., what will your children, if you decide to have them, read someday?). You will fill out a handout about your book and we will discuss the books as a class. We will extend this discussion to consider other forms of media, such as movies and computer games.

